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Capacity building aims to assess the impacts of the LIFE program integrated project
“Waste To Resources Latvia - boosting regional sustainability and circularity” (LIFE Waste To
Resources 1P, LIFE20 IPE/LV/000014) (hereinafter — Project) and complementary activities,
including both the strengthening of knowledge, improving cooperation and the use of new
knowledge. Project Monitoring plan with its Annex 1 contains all Project activities aimed at
strengthening capacity and improving the knowledge of the public and of the various groups
involved in the implementation of seminars, workshops, conferences, public awareness
campaigns, training, and other activities. The results achieved are measured on a quantitative
basis compared to those expected in the project (Annex 1 to this Report).

E1 Project visibility and dissemination of project results

The overall objective of action E1 is to ensure effective internal communication of the Project,
to ensure the visibility of the Project, and to disseminate the Project's progress, experience
gained and its results outside the Project partnership. To achieve this, different methods are
used to address key stakeholders, both in Latvia and abroad — mainly in European Union
countries, to raise awareness of the Project and its concrete actions C1 - C11.

Providing E1 - involves all additional activities in all thematic areas and included in the
development of an external communication strategy (E1.1) and their results are independently
incorporated into the media, website, prepared information materials, project results (E1.2 —
E1.6) and disseminated to the public, as well as capacity building and networking activities in
programs (E2 — E3).

As part of action El, the visual identity of the Project was prepared - project logo, Project
partner logo row, colours, fonts, templates for Word and Power Point documents, including
Graphic style guidelines how to use visual identity (Picture 1). The communication materials
of the Project are updated regularly id any changes in partnership occurs, like changes in the
logos for Project partners, and due to the involvement of a new partner.
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Picture 1. Graphic style guidelines

During Reporting period (01.11.2021-30.06.2023) Ministry of Environmental Protection and
Regional Development (MEPRD) has developed Project website in Latvian and English
(Picture 2). Project website contains the most important information: a summary of the Project;
a list of partners; the objectives of the Project; invitations to take part in various activities;



https://wastetoresources.varam.gov.lv/en
https://wastetoresources.varam.gov.lv/en
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progress and results and information about other activities in the Project. Project website is
forming as a platform for all Project digital information which are in development within
different actions and therefore will be updated and improved in coming years. Additionally
information about Project in general is ensured also in MEPRD official website Latvian and
English, as well as in Project partner organization websites.
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Picture 2. Project website.

Publications are regularly published on the Project's website, using the references
#WasteToResources with the latest information on what has been done so far. Publications are
created in English and Latvian for website. By June 30, 2023, the project website had 495
unique visitors (views) with the average length of the visit 3 minutes and 20 seconds. Number
of unique visitors makes 7% from planned 10 000 unique visitors at the end of the Project
(Picture 3).
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Picture 3. Unique views for Project website.

During Reporting period several social accounts were created and regularly information has
been publicized:

(1) LinkedIn has 165 followers and 135 connections;

(2) Facebook has 175 likes and 230 followers;

C|e0n7 I-IVROGAS p ;:D('é‘éuums 0 Green Liberty

JAS KRAS ~ IlcFI t

ECONOVA LATVIA césis 'f’,“ BocA

- - 08®
s % B minsn o

LIFE Waste To Resources IP, LIFE20 IPE/LVIOOOOM  corr tress o obss

'>

13


http://www.varam.gov.lv/
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(3) Instagram has 251 followers;

(4) Twitter 76 followers;

(5) YouTube page has been created.
Total planned number of followers by the end of Project for all social accounts is 2 500. It
means that during Reporting period Project social accounts have reached 29% from target
(Picture 4).

Followers on
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
and Linkedin

29%

Picture 4. Followers on social accounts.

To ensure effective communication with society and Project stakeholders, Communication
strategy (CS) has been developed defining communication goal, tasks, and message to be
disseminated. Within CS, potential risks are analyzed, and preventive actions are set, target
groups of the Project are identified, SWOT analysis is performed, and a plan of communication
activities is prepared. Communication plan identifies communication activities, implementation
deadlines and achievable indicators. To fulfil the publicity requirements set by the Project co-
financier, guidelines for the dissemination of information, publication of results, organization
of training events and seminars and other activities related to publicity have been prepared. The
guidelines describe all the communication activities planned in the Project, the responsibilities
of the partners, and all the publicity tools and activities that must be ensured by organizing any
project communication activity.

Notice boards — are displayed at strategic locations of Project demonstrations and pilot’s
implementation premises to raise awareness about the Project and LIFE programme. Notice
boards design and template has been developed, and public procurement has been organized
for production and installation of stands and notice boards for demonstration and pilot activity
sites. In the Reporting period five Project partner organizations have placed 4 large size
information stands and 4 small size notice boards at buildings and territory entrances to raise
awareness.
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Picture 5. Clean R large size information stand and Nordic Plast small size notice
board


https://www.instagram.com/wastetoresources/
https://twitter.com/waste_resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOqlOOt6dxJv1IH0EvEB49w
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During Project implementation when new pilots and demonstrations start other noticeboards
will be installed. The implementation rate for large size information stands is 44% and for small
size notice boards is 20%.

Newsletters - stakeholder database has been developed for newsletters dissemination with more
than 200 persons, form public sector, enterprisers, scientific institutions, NGO, and municipal
waste management operators. The first newsletter has been prepared and disseminated in March
2023. According to the Project a newsletter will be prepared and disseminated once every six
months. To ensure that society has been reached and to ensure that the originally planned
number of newsletters will be prepared, it is planned to prepare and disseminate at least three
newsletters per year till 2027 and two newsletters in 2028. The result of the planned target result
is 6% (Picture 6).

Newsletters

6%

Picture 6. The result of disseminated newsletters from planned.

Documentary film series — educational film "Cigarette butt Road" has been prepared. The
movie’s length is more than 9 minutes, and it explains the polluting effects of cigarette butts on
the environment and human health. Also, a 15-second-long movie has been prepared to be
disseminated at public transport. Movie will be disseminated and used as one of the tools,
organizing campaign on proper cigarette litter management under E2 activity.

Short video film “Style-textile” about textile waste reduction and proper sorting was made and
used as a tool for campaign “Style-textile” under action C1.1 and E2. The expected results have
been fully achieved.

Monitoring of tobacco litter pollution have been carried out for Riga, Liepaja which foresees
evaluation of situation changes before the Project action implementation and later by the end
of 2025 evaluation after action implementation. Result makes 50% of the planned monitoring
(see Annex 1). Also dialogue with the interested parties on the EPR model, recommendations
for an optimal model of tobacco products for EPR, information to consumers on the
consequences of contamination of tobacco products (cigarette butts) has been organized with 4
meetings from 6 planned participating 15 representatives from different organizations (see
Annex 1).

From the very beginning of the Project, active communication is provided through different
media channels. During Project implementation period more than 100 publications in different
media channels has been made. Information about Project progress and developed materials has
been disseminated through partner organization web pages (more than 35 publications) in
online media (more than 45 publications), in printed media (7 articles), radio interviews (7) and
television plots (7). The amount of press releases (sub-action E1.4.) planned for the Baltic
Coasts has been completed fully (see Annex 1).
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXDJorX9I7U
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Within the framework of the Project, various Project news have been published — general
information about Project and progress, announcements for seminars and events and day to day
news. Most widely disseminated information was about tobacco products and cigarette butt
pollution; sorting of textile products; sorting and repairing of electronics; circular construction;
composting of biological waste; reduction of coastal pollution; information about networking.

The articles are published in the media at national and regional level, so the Project reached 15
articles or 30% of the planned 50 articles. Articles published at national and regional media
describe Project results and give in-depth information about Project actions and progress.
General informational news on the Project was shared in more than 25 press releases, and others
will be covered in media interviews and commentaries, exceeding the planned execution by
48%. Therefore, the number of the target audience 8 000 has been reached and exceeded and
makes more than 800,000 (see Annex 1).

The target audience to be reached with information measures (implementation of a nationwide
campaign in social and/or written media, TV, radio, etc.) related to the sub-action E1.5 has been
reached in fully (see Annex 1).

On 12 May, 2022 was publicized first press release about start-up of the Project in MEPRD
website, sent out to media and also added to MEPRD Telegram news.

To ensure awareness and public education of the issues which are covered by the Project, on
August 30, 2022, phd.Rudite Vesere, director of the Environmental Protection Department of
MEPRD, participated in the radio program “How to live better” and informed about the
circulation of plastic bags in Latvian stores. The recording is available here. Also on September
10, 2022, the TV show “Environmental Facts” was broadcasted participating Andris Kénins
Deputy State Secretary for Environmental Protection of MEPRD to inform about the obligation
to introduce textile sorting system starting from 2023. The recording is available here.

On October 22, 2022, phd.Rudite Vesere, director of the Environmental Protection Department
of MEPRD, participated in the TV show "Environmental Facts" and informet about waste
containing asbestos — roofing and assessment to on amounts of abandoned or to be abandoned
asbestos containing waste in Latvian households. The recording is available here.

Also press release was prepared on results of eleven municipal waste landfill financial
sustainability assessment on 6 December 2022. Press release raising public awareness about the
Rules of operation of the producer's extended responsibility system for products containing
plastic was released on 27 July, 2022.

On August 25 - 26, 2022, in the regional waste management centre of SIA "Liepajas RAS" in
"Kivites", an international waste management industry seminar "Latvijas zalais kurss" was held
for two days, which brought together more than 140 participants from all over the country of
Latvia, as well as Lithuania and Belgium. Representatives of MEPRD, SES, Latvian
Association of Local and Regional Governments, municipalities, waste management
associations and their members discussed the challenges and innovations of the European green
course in Latvian waste management at the seminar. WMAL participated with the report
"Management of biodegradable waste by households".

The Eco Baltia vide on 29 April, 2023 organized electrical workshop, consumer behavior
presentations to stakeholders - municipalities, Project partners, customers, thus reaching 33%


https://wastetoresources.varam.gov.lv/jaunumi/petijums-par-tabakas-izstradajumu-lietotaju-paradumiem-latvija
https://lvportals.lv/norises/343469-gatavojas-nakamajam-solim-savakt-tabakas-izstradajumu-filtrus-2022
https://lvportals.lv/norises/343469-gatavojas-nakamajam-solim-savakt-tabakas-izstradajumu-filtrus-2022
https://rus.lsm.lv/statja/novosti/ekonomika/za-sortirovku-tekstilja-pridetsja-platit-vsem-zhiteljam--otrasl.a481440/?utm_source=rss&utm_campaign=rss&utm_medium=links
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https://www.latvijasbuvnieki.lv/ilgtspejiga-buvnieciba/life-ip/
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https://wastetoresources.varam.gov.lv/jaunumi/industrialas-simbiozes-platforma-sinergia-ikvienam-kas-razo
https://www.varam.gov.lv/lv/jaunums/uzsakts-verienigs-life-programmas-projekts-atkritumu-ka-resursu-koncepcijas-ieviesanai
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/k%C4%81-lab%C4%81k-dz%C4%ABvot/atteik%C5%A1an%C4%81s-no-plastmasas-hsWDte8bkdx/
https://ltv.lsm.lv/lv/raksts/10.09.2022-Environment-fakti.id%20271595
https://ltv.lsm.lv/lv/raksts/22.10.2022-vides-fakti.id275270
https://www.varam.gov.lv/lv/jaunums/varam-vadiba-izstradats-11-sadzives-atkritumu-poligonu-finansialas-ilgtspejas-izvertejums-un-petijums-par-skiroto-atkritumu-savaksanas-laukumu-parklajumu
https://wastetoresources.varam.gov.lv/jaunumi/razotajiem-bus-jauznemas-atbildiba-par-cigaresu-filtriem
https://wastetoresources.varam.gov.lv/jaunumi/nosledzies-atkritumu-apsaimniekosanas-nozares-seminars-latvijas-zalais-kurss-atkritumu-saimnieciba
https://wastetoresources.varam.gov.lv/jaunumi/aicina-uz-kampanas-vislatvijas-elektro-talka-atklasanu-un-elektrotehnikas-labosanas-meistarklasi
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of the planned 3 seminars, with a total participation of 150 or 50% of the planned 300
participants (see Annex 1).

MEPRD provides internship in different departments, its subordinate institutions and partner
organizations. During Reporting period MEPRD ensured 3 internships for university students.

To strengthen cooperation with academic sector and science, two meetings in the framework of
the “Strategy for Science Dialogue” were organized. In the 1% meeting scientists were
introduced to the Project and presentation of Project Action C5 on Industrial symbiosis platform
participating in total 27 representatives from five higher education institutions. In the 2
meeting topic was on non-recyclable waste materials. Project partners Druplat and Econova
presented their pilots (action C3). Three scientists from different universities and laboratories
presented their scientific projects in the field of recycling of non-recyclable materials. In total
participated 23 representatives of higher education institutions. The meetings brought together
representatives of different higher education institutions to agree on cooperation and exchange
of information between the scientific, public and private sectors in the field of waste
management and the transition to the circular economy, so that the number of parties involved
has been reached in full (see Annex 1).

Project brochures in Latvian (1000) and English (100) were developed (Picture 7). The
brochure provides clear and focused information about Project goals, tasks, environmental
problems, actions, partnership, funding, and expected results. Since brochure is available online
in the Project website, total amount of printed brochures was limited. The result has been
delivered.
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Picture 7. Project brochure.
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https://wastetoresources.varam.gov.lv/storage/deliverables/varam-kas-ir-life-waste-to-resources-ip-brosura-a5-v4-en.pdf
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Since meetings with Project partners, different seminars within the Project are organized
regularly, 22 roll-up stands for each Project partner were developed (Picture 8) to ensure Project
visibility according to LIFE program requirements. The result has been achieved.
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Picture 8. Roll-up stand at the steering group meeting.

Campaigns planned in the Project are multifaceted and interconnected. Multiple larger and
smaller campaigns are planned within the Project to ensure extensive Project publicity and
explain the insights gained from the Project. It is aimed to inspire and motivate society to take
specific actions related to the Project's objectives. To promote the implementation of Project
campaigns and ensure the delivery of unified ideas and vision, a campaign framework
development is being carried out. Within action El, a communication group has been
established to create campaign content and provide the necessary support for the
implementation of communication campaigns. By the end of 2023, a campaign strategy will be
prepared, thematic events will be planned, consolidation of thematic activities and content will
be created, and specific communication tools will be developed.

E2 Awareness raising and capacity building

E2.1 Unified online capacity building platform

Capacity building and raising awareness is an effective way to change society’s behavior
regarding waste management issues. Project actions foresees proactive actions to improve
general information availability for society and specific targeted information about different
waste streams and technological solutions, sustainable waste management approaches and
models. Project website is developed with a vision that it will be used as a unified online
capacity building platform where all developed digital solutions, tools, websites, training
materials will be available. Since in C actions different digital solutions are in development
process, Project website will be upgraded gradually in next years.

Unified platform (Project website) will include results from following actions: C1 Digital
catalogue of used appliances which are available at the sorting site, C1 Unified waste flow
system for the accounting of waste flows, C2 Public platform on available building materials at
the exchange point (SCCB), C6 IT solutions for better supervision of the EPR schemes, C6
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Improved online tool for better public access to information about separate waste collection
"Skiro viegli", C7 Digital platform to facilitate implementation of the goods to services
approach, C8 Food recovery system development for volunteers and activists and food receivers
- IT solution, and C10 Pilot project website (landing page) on plastic packaging and plastic-
containing products on the Latvian market.

It is important to talk to the public, to hold conferences and seminars, to form a discussion on
all issues linked to the environment, pollution, waste sorting. On 27 April, 2022 "Dienas
bizness" organized conference on Whether Latvia is ready for biological waste for sorting?, on
19 April, 2023 Elektrum energetic talks - Environmentally friendly today - greener Latvia in
the future, took place and phd. Rudite Vesere, Environmental Protection and Regional
Development director of the MEPRD presented challenges in environmental protection.

A clean sea also unites - the presentation of the Blue Flag and an informative event are equally
important to talk about it and explain the dangers of pollution to the public. An important event
(Picture 9), because as part of it, the municipalities that received the Blue Flag shared
information about their experience in implementing the program criteria. The event also
provided up-to-date information on topics that resonate with the implementation of the Blue
Flag requirements - bathing water quality and water pollution, safety aspects and risk prevention
in bathing areas, as well as practical actions and good practices for reducing marine polluting
waste.
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Picture 9. Season opening event “Blue Flag”.

In the soundness of the World Environment Day, on 6 June, 2023 MEPRD and SES organized
conference “Transition to circular economy - community empowerment” where different
speakers discussed the circular economy, taking into account the sustainability a driver for
growth and competitiveness at national, corporate and individual levels. Conference was
recorded.
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Sub-action E2.2 “Supporting capacity building for sustainable waste management”

Education and the involvement of teachers is important as well. Therefore, one teacher training
from 5 planned has been organized by Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE)
presenting educational materials and support activities to all 65 planned schools, participating
69 teachers or 25% from target 280 teachers (see Annex 1).

As the subject of education continues, interactive wooden stands were produced under the sub-
action C9.2. In the Reporting period 5 of 10 informative stands were installed, but by 4 August
all final 5 stands were installed (Picture 10). In total 5 events — opening of each stand and the
public information activities (workshops, lectures in the open nature, working families) were
organized reaching 17% of the planned 30 events.

Picture 10. Interactive wooden stand in ‘‘Vecaki’.

Under Fee's leadership, the “My Sea” campaign takes place, during which participants walk
along the whole border of the Latvian Sea, collecting waste while also performing waste
monitoring. The information can also be followed by Facebook and TV. One event was
organised, representing 11% of the results to be achieved, involving 8 municipalities out of 11,
representing 73% (see Annex 1).
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Sub-action E2.2.1 “Supporting capacity building and public awareness for separate waste
collection”

A campaign related to E2.2.1 Supporting capacity building and public awareness for separate
waste collection was campaign “Style-textile”. In the centre of Riga, in the Esplanade, an
impressive environmental installation “Style alley” was installed, the purpose of which was to
invite residents to sort the textile, as well as to demonstrate that there is only one step from
stylish clothing to textile waste. As part of campaign, special “Textile Days” were also held on
April 15 and 16, during which mobile textile transfer points were in several courtyards of Riga
apartment buildings in cooperation with LCC “Rigas namu parvaldnieks”. During the campaign
(Picture 11), the amount of textile waste handed over for sorting increased by 15% compared
to the previous month, while a total of 174 tons of textiles were collected during the campaign
period from 29 March to 21 April. Nearly one and a half tons of textile waste has been collected
in six textile sorting containers placed in “Style Alley”.
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Picture 11. "Style Alley" campaign advertisement.

The campaign messengers were also two influencers Ozols and Kasher very well known in
Latvia who informed their followers about the importance of textile sorting during the
campaign. Influencers publications' total reached 30,948 unique users, as well as their stories
were viewed 47,623 times in total. The expected result has been completed in full. Digital
banners in Riga districts were also deployed during the campaign. The overall results indicate
that the audience reached was 648,141 unique users.

During the campaign, several publications, opinion articles and advice from various experts
were provided. Four radio columns (Radio Star FM) were also created, in which various experts
participated and discussed textile management in Latvia. The information provided reached
more than 100 media publications and reached an audience of more than 1 million.

Public awareness campaign — Eco Baltia developing consumer attitudes about the consumption
of textile products, the use of otters, sorting. A network of textile sorting containers, collection
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and further management of sorted textiles is gradually being developed, and the re-circulation
of textiles sorted by the population has been assessed and implemented. 100 publications
published on textiles, the importance of sorting published in different media, thus achieving the
objective pursued (see Annex 1).

Eco Baltia vide, Green Liberty and Latvian Green Dot participated in the annual “LAMPA”
conversation festival on June 10, 2023 (Picture 12). They talked about what the future of textile
sorting will be and sought answers to questions related to sustainable textile management in
Latvia.

_imi
Picture 12. Conversation festival “LAMPA”.

MEPRD organized specialized training for the employees of State Environmental Service
(SES), municipalities, landfill operators and waste management companies (all together —
participants), who are responsible for evaluating and complying with the environmental
normative regulation how to work and organize work with asbestos containing waste. In total
five training courses were organized via ZOOM platform. 125 participants acquired knowledge
and received a certificate of completion of the training program by passing a knowledge test.
Strenghtened capacity and gained knowledge will also be useful in participants daily work and
will be needed when MEPRD will implement sub-action C1.5 which foresees organization of
support program for poor and low-income person households to pack, transport and landfill
asbestos containing roofing (waste). The expected results have been fully achieved. All
seminars were held remotely and recorded; thus, these materials can be used repeatedly if
necessary.

Handbook “Work with asbestos containing waste” has been developed that focuses on the
handling of activities and problems with asbestos-containing waste, which is available online
in Project website and can be used by SES, local governments, waste management companies
and every citizen of Latvia.
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Sub-action E2.2.2 “Supporting capacity building and public awareness for construction
process and material flow circularity”

Mobile App MANAILVIDEI (Picture 13) for the collection of construction debris was
developed and put into operation. Mobile App can be downloaded for free on Google Play, App
Store and other app stores. Now App operating area is Riga and its suburbs, but the goal is to
expand its operating area and ensure service availability in all territory of Latvia. Quantitative
results of waste collected by using mobile app will be monitored in the course of time. The
result has been achieved.

For the residents 3 different options for the waste removal are now available: small volume
which is collected by hand; medium volume which is collected in ‘BIG BAG’ bags and large
volume which is collected in metal containers up to 15 m?®. Thus, simple and convenient
solutions for waste management of bulky and construction debris have been created and overall
process of handing over waste is made easier for the waste generator.

alfl LMT UTE < 19 -

Pieslégties

P
Picture 13. Mobile APP MANAI VIDEI

Preparation of the publication on the course of the event LIFE Waste to Resources IP on the
development of a circular building materials and construction waste system in Latvia in
cooperation with partners SCCB and LBA. Information and training seminars on reusable
building materials (construction companies, public authorities, municipal representatives,
scientists) organized by the LBA have reached 25% of 4 seminars - reaching 30 participants in
the first held seminar (see Annex 1). The targeted audience includes construction companies,
public authorities, municipalities, regional entities, academic sector (universities) and the public
in general. LBA is planning to provide user-friendly informative materials to increase
awareness and support the implementation of legislative and self-regulation measures.
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Sub-action E2.2.6 “Supporting capacity building and public awareness for re-use, repair,
and upcycling activities”

To inform, educate and increase awareness of the comprehension about the harmfulness of
responsible electrical devices and the problem of their management — from 19 April until 21 of
May, 2023 started a social campaign — “Broken? Don’t throw it out!” by Eco Baltia (Picture
14). In the campaign, focus was on practical options of electronic waste disposal and promotion
of the re-use of electronic devices. 4436 participants took part in the campaign and during
campaign were collected 226 tons of electronic waste. The campaign advertisement was shown
more than 3.3 M times. The website where campaign was publicized, was visited almost 15 K
times. Programmatic solutions have worked very well in local media, which brought ~8.5K
clicks, as well as programmatic (international) and Facebook solutions - more than 14.9K clicks
in total. The total reach of the campaign is around 450 000 — 500 000 internet users, which is
around 55% to 60% of the target group's internet users.

SALUZA?
NEMET ARA! |

Aicinam Jus uz kampanas
“Vislatvijas elektro talka”
atklasanu un elektrotehnikas
labosanas meistarklasi

Picture 14. Invitation to the campaign "Broken? Don't throw it out!” opening event.

Supporting capacity building and public awareness for re-use, repair, and upcycling activities
has been started. Educational activities and upcycling workshops in C&sis were organized. On
10 May ,2023 Cesis municipality in cooperation with Ltd. "Active tourism center EZi"
organized "Inhabitants of C&sis bicycle workshop". Workshops for bicycle maintenance and
activities for children were organized. The event was very successful with more than 50
participants and was broadcasted in ReTV.lv show “Maja un séta”. In this event there was an
opportunity to sell or give away your bicycle or buy a used one, thus ensuring the reuse of
resources and reducing the generation of waste.
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Sub-action E2.2.7 “Supporting capacity building and public awareness for reduction of
biological and food waste.”

The goal is to support capacity building and promote the activities for technological solutions
for decentralized biological waste management, such as separate collection and micro-
composting of biological waste (esp. food waste) in different stages of the food supply chain,
and initiatives for promotion of food waste measurements and reporting.

Supporting capacity building and public awareness for reduction of biological and food waste
meetings for decentralized management of biological waste were organized (Picture 15). Within
sub-action C8.1 meetings for residents of multi-apartment buildings, private one family houses
were organized to educate stakeholders and support them to start sorting biological waste daily.

Picture 15. Meetings with residents of multi-apartment buildings.

There is ensured participation of 100 households in the collection of sorted kitchen bio-waste
in Riga (Picture 16). WMAL are organized and conducted 2 educational public events/seminars
on home composting in the pilot territory of the city of Liepaja and in the pilot territory of Preili.
Information posted on 3 home pages (liepajasras; preilusaimnieks; WMAL) and Facebook
profile: Kompostétaju klubs. Prepared, printed and distributed informative materials for
households in pilot territories about home composting of biological waste and the project. In
this context, also in order to produce successful implement of the kitchen waste collection in
the selected house - Anninmuiza 20, Riga, the first meeting with the members of the households
was organized on 15 August, 2022. WMAL provided a detailed explanation of the planned
event and the conditions for its realization. WMAL has reached the target for information
dissemination: 3 publications from 4 planned in social media, participated in one conference
from 2 planned about the collection and recycling of kitchen waste, organized 3 seminars and
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stakeholders meetings from 8 planned. WMAL has involved 100 households in biological waste
composting in Liepaja and Preili (see Annex 1).

Picture 16. Small containers distributed to the residents of the home.

As well WMAL has provided information and prepared a presentation for the household bio-
waste management: a case study of Latvia to participate in 10th International Conference
CHANIA 2023.

MEPRD has set up a framework for the involvement of stakeholders in the development of
measurement system for generated food waste. Several meetings were organized on the
evaluation of measurement methods, opportunities for alternative methods, evaluation of
previous measurement methodology, experience learning from Estonia, discussions on national
level statistics on food waste and other topics. Therefore, target results have been reached — 10
stakeholders (organizations) have been involved of 10 planned participating in total 27
representatives from different organizations.

Sub-action E2.2.8 “Supporting capacity building and public awareness for sustainable
consumption of plastic packaging and products”

Action C10 supports the implementation for transition to a plastic pollution free society and
will carry out an interrelated set of initiatives for education and promotion of good practices for
sustainable consumption of plastic packaging and products.

To educate society and especially entrepreneurs a seminar on the design and recycling of
sustainable packaging was organized on 13 April 2023 in Latvia University of Life Sciences
and Technologies. The seminar was devoted to packaging sustainability issues. At the seminar
MEPRD informed about changes in the EU and Latvian regulatory framework for more
sustainable packaging, the Latvian Packaging Association presented global recommendations
for circular packaging, representatives of the World Packaging Organization presented insights
on how packaging can promote a sustainable society and look into future packaging trends,
while Latvian Green Dot provided an assessment of whether a plastic-free society is possible
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and how to move from desires to action (Picture 17). In the second part of the seminar, the
participants were introduced to the study of plastic packaging on the Latvian market and
assessed the aspects of green deception and the problems related to them. At the end, there was
an opportunity to get acquainted with the story of the experience, about the company's path to
sustainable packaging.

As part of the activity, a User manual was also created by the wearer - Plastic products register
of recyclability.

During the seminar, the recommendations of the World Packaging Organization "Packaging
design - for packaging recycling" which are translated Latvian were presented and are available
online. Recommendation will be a useful guide in the responsible choice of materials for new
packaging or replacement of existing packaging. After the seminar participants were invited to
take part in study to test their plastic packaging (C10.2). But as was observed, participants were
not really interested or scared, so the goal of LTG is to encourage entrepreneurs to participate
in the Project, as well as to invite them to think about the types of packaging they choose for
their products. All presentations were recorded.

An organized 1 workshop, representing 20% of planned target result, amounts to a total of 153
or 31% of visitors (see Annex 1).
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Picture 17. Workshop on sustainable packaging design and recycling.

E3 Experience exchange and networking

Sub-action E3.1 “Networking with other LIFE and non-LIFE projects”

To ensure learning from the experience of other projects and to transfer the examples of good
practice that should be used to achieve the Project's goals, active networking with other LIFE
and non-LIFE projects is carried out. At the initial stage of the Project, several meetings were
organized with LIFE IP projects that are implemented in Latvia (LIFE GoodWater IP; LIFE
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LatviaNature IP; CAP LIFE LAT Project) to discuss Project management issues and best
practice to implement the Project.

Information about projects and activities that are relevant to LIFE Waste To Resources IP
project topic was gathered and database was created to establish close cooperation with other
Projects.

Direct communication with several LIFE and non-LIFE programme project has been
established:

1.

Meeting with LIFE IP on waste - Towards circular economy in Finland (CIRCWASTE)
(LIFE15 IPE/F1/000004) to discuss cooperation and participation in LIFE IP Cirwaste
final event on October 2023, as well as topics both Projects have in common.
Participation in international INTERREG OptiWaMag partners and stakeholders
meeting with presentation about LIFE Waste to Resources IP project. Lessons learned
and examples of good practice on urban waste management system implemented in
Lousada, and good practices on waste recovery were demonstrated.

Participation in INTERREG Europe project PLASTECO final dissemination event —
project has significant synergy with the LIFE Waste To Resources IP, as the Action
Plan developed by PLASTECO is currently being implemented by the LIFE Waste to
Resources IP.

Project LIFE Waste to Resources IP participated in several events organized by LIFE
programme projects:

1. Participation in a workshop on EU LIFE integrated projects which took place in
Finland, Helsinki on 12-14 September 2022 - to discuss recommendations for
CINEA and provide support in elaboration process of LIFE program mid-term
assessment. Established new contacts with other integrated projects.

2. Participation in LIFE_PHIPP project “Alternative Recycling of Waste Paper
and Hemp Fibre into Innovative Heat Insulation Materials with Improved
Thermal Conductivity” LIFE17 ENV/LV/000335 event in order to learn
existing practices, technologies and problems of the industry related to circular
construction product production and to explore project pilot production line
“BFtechnology”.

3. LIFE AskREACH, No. LIFE16 GIE/DE/000738 “Enabling REACH consumer
information rights on chemicals in articles by IT-tools” — participation in project
monitoring meeting to discuss possible synergies between projects and new
planned projects.

In total direct communication is established with 5 LIFE and non-LIFE program projects, out
of the planned 10-15 projects (see Annex 1).

During Project progress period several experience study visits were made:
(1) Study visit to France to explore “second life” concept was organized on 11-13 July,

2022 (Picture 18). An experience business exchange trip to France was organized to
visiting the “second life”” concept organization Envie - an electrical repair workshop and
shop. During the study visit a place of reuse ikos was visited where everyone can
deposit, repair, recover or buy everyday items that have been given a “second life”.

"Waste To Resources Latvia - boosting regional sustainability and circularity”
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Picture 18. Experience in France, repair facility.

(2) Study visits to Spain and France to learn best pracices about biowaste treatment
facilities and biowaste collection system. Study visit was organized on 28 November 2
December, 2022 (Picture 19). Within study visit facilities in the Bilbao Airport (Spain),
facilities in Pamplona area (Spain) and school’s facilities in Lycée de Navarre (France)
were visited. The goal of study visits was to gain experience implemented in Spain and
France regarding to management of organic kitchen waste using composting (shredding,
mixing, hygienization); visit facilities to learn in detail the technical parameters and
mechanical and electronic principles of operation and control of various power
equipment. On the study visit new composting equipment was explored there was
opportunity to have closer look at the production facility and to see operating ones - at
the airport and school. Within study visit knowledge about the nuances of operation and
maintenance of automatic composting equipment was learned.
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Picture 19. Bio-reactor working in airport.

(3) Study visit to Finland to get acquainted with waste sorting digitization. Study visit was
organized on 8-10 March, 2023 at the RE-point waste disposal site of the waste
management company "Lakeuden Etappi" Oy - Laulateentie 111, Seindjoki and the
largest second-hand store of the recycling center Kierrdtyskeskus - Espoo: Nihtisilta,
Finland (Picture 20). During the experience visit to Finland, SIA "ZAAQO" evaluated
digitization in the waste sorting infrastructure, the overall responsibility of society and
involvement in the implementation of circular economy principles.

Blending box "CM" & "SM"

Cutting System "Starcut 500"

Baling Press

Jumbo 2000 6 cylinders

Picture 20. Textile recycling in process.

(4) Study visit to Sweden, recycling mall Retuna, Eskilstuna was organized to get the
experience of good practice in the implementation of the circular economy. Study visit
was organized on 27-29 June, 2023 (Picture 21). During the experience visit to ReTuna
centre C€sis municipality got acquainted with the centre of circular economy created by
the municipality of Eskilstuna in Sweden. As C&sis is planning a community based Zero
waste quarter, ideas from ReTuna that can be used in the upcoming centre in Cesis.
some ideas can be adapted, for example - cooperation with preschools and arranging
workshops for adults, to implement actions planned in the Project. During the visit a
good relationship and cooperation with the manager of ReTuna centre has been
established.
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Pictitre 21. In the ReTuna store.

Study visits

Picture 22. Study visits.

Thus, planned results have been reached in the amount of 88% (Picture 22), in which 11 persons
participated, which is 17% of the planned (see Annex 1).

Sub-action E3.2 “Participation in thematic national, regional and international events for
presenting the Project and experience exchange of ideas.”

As part of the activity, the Project has participated in several events, disseminating the results
and experience of the Project. During the reporting period, the Project participated in 14 events,
both providing general information about the Project and also participating in specific, thematic
events, e.g., circulation of construction materials, textile materials, green procurement, financial
sustainability of landfills, etc.

Participation in national and regional events provided an opportunity to discuss many important
topics for the Project. Discussions about convenient solutions and opportunities for the society
to recover reusable resources in the waste recycling sector was made and solutions were looked
to reach the goal of reducing the amount of waste in Latvia by changing the long-term
consumption habits of the society. Discussion was on ways how Project might cooperate and
match activities with local cities. Specific discussions were organized to discuss how Latvia
can move towards a greener economy, more sustainable business, and more careful use of
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resources, including the promotion of Latvia's energy independence. How to promote
sustainable development of the construction sector and how to implement circularity of
construction materials and construction waste including getting to know the practice of using

sustainable construction products.
é N

Thematic national, regional
and international events

6%
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Picture 23. Thematic national, regional and international events.

List thematic national and regional events, where Project participated during report period. Of
the 90 events, 14 have taken place, representing 16% of the planned result (see Annex 1).

(1) “More separated waste - less stored resources” organized by the companies of waste
management - Ltd. Eco Baltia vide, Ltd. Clean R and Ltd. ZAAO (27.04.2022);

(2) “Green Festival” organized by Marupe municipality (30.04.2022);

(3) MEPRD presented project to members of Riga City Council and Waste reduction and
management working group. (19.05.2022);

(4) Presentation of the A2.2 reports to the board of LBA (15.08.2022);

(5) Presentation of the A2.2 reports to the Construction Council of Latvia. Findings from
reports discussed with council members. (25.08.2022);

(6) An international waste management industry seminar " Latvia's green course in waste
management”, organized by “Liepajas RAS” and NGO “Dzivo Zalak” (25.-26.
08.2022);

(7) Seminar on circular economy "Re:waste —how Sweden is rethinking resources" to learn
practice of Sweden for waste management and circular economy. Organized by Ltd.
ZAAO (16.09.2022);

(8) Seminar/discussion on “Creating a textile sorting system in Latvia from 2023 — how
ready are we and what else to do?” Organized by Ltd. Latvian Green Dot (3.11.2022);

(9) Annual Latvian Green Point conference “Latvia — country without waste” Organized
by Ltd. Latvian Green Dot (24.11.2022);

(10) Seminar “Construction waste management - how to promote sustainable
development of the industry?", organized by LAWMC (6.12.2022);

(11) Conference on Green Public Procurement of Construction Services, Organized
by LBP (07.12.2022);

(12) Seminar on the requirements of waste collection sites and the results of the
assessment of the financial sustainability of landfills, organized by MEPRD
(9.12.2022);

(13) Seminar “Sustainable packaging: from design to recycling 2023" Organized by
Ltd. Latvian Green Dot (13.04.2023);

(14) Seminar on circular economy principles in real estate development, design, and
construction Organized by LBP (14.06.2023).

The integrated Project “Waste To Resources Latvia - boosting regional sustainability and circularity ” (LIFE Waste To Resources IP, LIFE20 IPE/LV/000014) is
implemented with the financial support of the LIFE Programme of the European Union and Latvian State Regional Development Agency.
https://wastetoresources.varam.gov.lv
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